PER 

Perspica'ciousness. n.f [from perfpicachus. ] Quicknefsof 
fight. 

Perspica'city. n.f [pcrfpicacite, Fr.] Quicknefs of fight. 

He that laid the foundations of the earth cannot be ex¬ 
cluded the fecrccy of the mountains ; nor can there any thing 
cfcape the perfpicacity of thofe eyes, which were before light, 
and in whofc opticks there is no opacity. Brown. 

Perspi'cience. n.f [perfpiciens , Lat.] The a£l of looking 
fiiaiply. Di£l. 

Pe'rspicil. n.f. [perfpicillnm, Lat.] A glafs through which 
things are viewed ; an optick glafs. 

Let truth be 

Ne’er fo far diftimt, yet chronology, 

Sharp-fighted as the eagle’s eye, that can 
Out-ftare the broad-beam’d day’s meridian, 

Will have a perfpicil to find her out. 

And through the night of error and dark doubt, 

Difcern the dawn of truth’s eternal ray. 

As when the rofy morn buds into day. Crafhaw. 

The perfpicil , as well as the needle, hath enlarged the ha¬ 
bitable world. GlanvilV s Scepf 

Perspicuity, n.f. [perfptcuite, Fr. from perfpicuous.] 

1. Clearnefs to the mind j eafinefs to be underftood ; freedom 
from obfeurity or ambiguity. 

The verfes containing precepts, have not fo much need of 
ornament as of perfpicuity. Dryden. 

Perfpicuity confifts in the ufing of proper terms for the 
thoughts, which a man would have pafs from his own mind 
into that of another’s. Locke s Thoughts on Reading. 

2. Tranfparency; tranflucency ; diaphaneity. 

As for diaphaneity and perfpicuity it enjoyeth that mod 
eminently, as having it, earthy and falinous parts fo exadlly 
refolved, that its body is left imporous. Brown. 

PERSPI'CUOUS. adj. [perfpicuus, Latin.] 

1. Tranfparent; clear ; fivch as may be feen through ; diapha¬ 
nous ; tranflucent; not opake. 

As contrary caufes produce the like effedls* fo even the 
fame proceed from black and white ; for the clear and per¬ 
fpicuous body effe&eth white, and that white a black. Peacham. 

2. Clear to the underftanding; not obfeure ; not ambiguous. 

The purpole is perfpicuous even as fubftance, 

Whofe groflhefs little charaders fum up. Shakefp. 

All this is fo perfpicuous, fo undeniable, that I need not 
be over induftrious in the proof of it. Sprat's Sermons. 

Perspicuously, adv. [from perfpicuous .] Clearly ; not ob- 
fcurely. 

The cafe is no fooner made than refolved ; if it be made 
not enwrapped, but plSinly and perfpicuoufly. Bacon. 

Perspi'cuousness. n.f. [from perfpicuous.] Clearnefs; free¬ 
dom from obfeurity. 

Perspi'rable. adj. [from perfpirc.] 

1. Such as may be emitted by the cuticular pores. 

That this attra&ion is performed by effluviums, is plain 
and granted by rnoft ; for derricks will not commonly at¬ 
tract, unlefs they attract or become perfpirablc. Brown. 

In an animal under a courfc of hard labour, aliment too 
vaporous or perfpirable will lubjecl it to too ftrong a perfpira- 
• tion, debility and fudden death. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

2. Pcrfpiring; emitting perfpiration. Not proper. 

Hair cometh not upon the palms of the hands or foies of 
the feet, which are parts more perfpirable : and children are 
not hairy, for that their fkins are moft perfpirablc. Bacon. 
Perspira tion, n f [from perfpire.] Excretion by the cuti- 

CU Infenfible perfpiration is the laft and moft perfect a&ion of 
animal digeftion. . Arbuthnot on Aliments 

Perspi'rative. adj. [from perfpire.] Performing the actor 
perfpiration. 

To PERSPl'RE. v. n. [perfpiro , Lat.] 

,. To perform excretion by the cuticular pores 

2. To be excreted by the fkin. .. . 

Water, milk, whey taken without much exercife, fo as to 
make them perfpire, relax the belly. Arbuthnot. 

To Perstri'nce. v. a. [perjinngo, Lat.] To graze upon ; 

to glance upon. , . , 1 ‘ 

Persuadable, adj. [from perfuade.] Such as may be per- 

fuaded. . . ,, , 

To PERSUA'DE. v. a. [perfuadeo, Lat. perfuader , hr.] 

I. To bring to any particular opinion. 

Let every man be fully perfuaded in his own ^mmd^ 

We are perfuaded better things of you, and things that ac¬ 
company falvation. Hebrews vi. 9: 


virtue, yet, uu 11c uuugtia uwu yo- - / 

will will not be determined to any adlion in purfuit or this 

confefled great good. L ? cke ' 

Men fhould ferioufly perfuade themfelves, that they have 
here no abiding place, but are only in their paflage to the 
heavenly Jerufalem. Wake's Preparation for Death. 
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2. To influence by argument or expoftulation. Peifuafun 
feems rather applicable to the pafflons, and argument to the 
reafon ; but this is not always obferved. 

Philoclea’s beauty not only perfuaded , but fo perfuaded as 
all hearts muft yield : Pamela’s beauty ufed violence, and 
fuch as no heart could refill. Sidney 

They that were with Simon, being led with covetoufnefs* 
were perfuaded for money. 2 Mac. x. 20. 

To fit crofs-leg’d, or with our fingers paginated, i s ac¬ 
counted bad, and friends will perfuade us from it. Brown. 

I fhould be glad, if I could perfuade him to write fuch an¬ 
other critick on any thing of mine ; for when he condemns 
any of my poems, he makes the world have a better opinion 
of them. Dryden. 

3. To inculcate by argument or expoftulation. 

To children, afraid of Vain images, we perfuade confidence 
by making them handle and look nearer fuch things. Taylor, 

4. To treat by perfuafion. A mode of fpeech not in ufe. 

Twenty merchants have all perfuaded with him ; 

But none can drive him from the envious plea 
Of forfeiture. Shakefpeare. 

Persua'deR. n.f. [from perfuade .] One who influences by 
perfuafion ; an importunate adviler. 

The earl, fpeaking in that imperious language wherein the 
king had written, did not irritate the people, but make them 
conceive by the haughtinefs of delivery of the king’s errand, 
that himfelf was the author or principal perfuader of that 
counfel. Bacon's Henry VII, 

He foon is mov’d 

By fuch perfuaders as are held upright. Daniels Civil IVar, 
Hunger and thirft at once, 

Pow’rful perfuaders ! quicken’d at the feent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg’d me fo keen. Milton. 

PERSUA'SIBLE. adj. [perfuafibilis, Lat. perfuaftble,¥i. from 
perfuadeo, Latin.] To be influenced by perfuafion. 

It makes us apprehend our own intereft in that obedience, 
makes us tradlable and perfuafible , contrary to that brutifh 
ftubbornefs of the horle and mule, which the Pfalmift re¬ 
proaches. Government of the Tongue. 

Persua'sibleness. n.f. [from perfuafible.] The quality of 
being flexible by perfuafion. 

Persua'sion. n.f [perfuafion, Fr. from perfuafus, Lat.] 

X. The adl of perfuading; the a£l of influencing byexpollu- 
lation ; the acl of gaining or attempting the pafflons. 

If’t prove thy*fortune, Polydore, to conquer, 

For thou haft all the arts of fine perfuafion, 

Truft me, anJ let me know thy love’s fuccefs. Otway. 
2. The ftate of being perfuaded ; opinion. 

The moft certain token of evident goodnefs is, if the ge¬ 
neral perfuafion of all men does fo account it. Hooker. 

You are a great deal abus’d in too bold a perfuafion. 

. Shakefpeare. 

When we have no other certainty of being in the right, 
but our own perfuafions that we are fo; this may often be bet 
making one error the gage for another. Gov. of theTongu. 

The obedient and the men of piactice Ihall ride upon thole 
clouds, and triumph over their prefent imperfections; till 
perfuafion pafs into knowledge, and knowledge advance into 
aflurance, and all come at length to be completed in the 
beatifick vifion. Souths SernrM. 

Persua'sive. adj. [ferfuafif, Fr. from perfuade.] Having the 
power of perfuading ; having influence on the pafflons. 

In prayer, we do not fo much refpect what precepts art <ie- 
livereth, touching the method of perfuafive utterance in uie 
prefence of great men, as what doth moft avail to our own 
edification in piety and godly zeal. f 6 f 

Let Martins refume his farther difeourfe, as well 10 
perfuafive as for the confult, touching the means thal.may 
conduce unto the enterprizef f’ 

Notwithftanding the weight and fitnefs of the arg 
to perfuade, and the light of man’s intelleift to meet this 
fuafive evidence with a fuitable afl’ent, no anent 001 
nor were men thereby actually perfuaded. Souths Sr • 
Persua'sively. adv. [from perfuafive.] In' fuch a m 
to perfuade. 

The ferpent with me 

Perfuafively hath fo prevail’d, that I jpfdtcn. 

Have alfo tailed. , tc || a 

Many who live upon their eftates cannot fo muc 
ftory, much lefs fpeak clearly and 
bufinefs. „ „n the 

Persuasiveness, n.f. [from perfuafive.'] Influenc 

pafflons. . . as jjc- 

An opinion of the fuccefsfulnefs of the work bci g ^ 
ceflary to found a purpofe of undertaking it, as eit er ^ 
thority of commands, or the perfuafmnefs of r™J amt ntols- 
pungency of menaces can be. Hammond j , jj a . 
Persua'sory. adj. [ perfuaforius , Lat. from perjua 

ving the power to perfuade. p rs yi». 

Neither is this perfuafory. 

pert- 
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Be model! and referved in the preface of thy 

fpeaking little, anfwering not^erpof 

PertiTgent. adj. [pertingens, Lat.] Reacning , 
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PERT trdj. [pert, Wellh ; pert, Dutch ; appert, French.] 

U L,Ve Awake ftte pen and nimble fpirit of mirth; 

Turn melancholy forth to funerals. JT 

Trip th&^tTfidrles'and^the dapper elve^*. ac j t PbSly. *dv. [from pert.] 

2 - S Alf fe wants m i' CT ht c h alien ge" the" fa me "liberty, and grow X- Br I ^|f d ; n ^;hcr difference betwixt the common 

A ' n tbeir mailers ; and when this faucinefs became uni- downright country fools, than that the firft are pertly m 

STwfa l^fairf could he expeaed than an oldScj, , , ittle gaiety , and the iatl „e„h«m 

^^SLinave^^netmindmyow^. '>, 
an d not pretend to ^eddle^heir hnnen. Addijon. „ - 


Scarce lift’ncd to their idle chat, 

Further than (ometimesby afrowh. 

When thev °Ttw pert , to pull them down. / 

T PERTA'IN. v. n. [pertineo, Lat.] To belong; t0 ^f 2 
As men hate thofe that affett that honour by ambition, 
wh tch "irtmneth not to them, fo are they much more^odious, 
who through fear betray the glory which they^ha^. 

A cheveron or rafter of an houfe, a very honourable bear- 

t a kin& bec “'' 

to a mechanical profcflion. • ^ 

Perteri bkViuon. n.f 

of boring through. J 

Pertinacious, adj. [from pertitiax .J ^ 

*• -*•* 
bold, fo troublefome and illogical in the difpute, as forccd 
him to fay, that he had never met with a man of more^f- 
♦ tinacious confidence and lefs abilities. Walton. 

Z% R r)£enUTs n a fteadv, conftant and pertinacious ftudy, that 
naturally leads the ioui into the kfiow/edge of th2 5; ^ h at 

firft feemed locked up from it. . . 

Pertina'ciously. adv. [from pertinacious.] Oftinately , 

^TheyLithat freedom to me, which they pertinaaoujly 
challenge to themfelves. . K,ng Charles 

Metals perttnaciovdy refill all tranfmutation ; and though 
one would think they were turned mto a d.ffcrcnt fubftance, 
vet they do but as it were lurk under a vizard Ray. 

} Others have fought to eafe themfelves of all the evil of 
affliction by deputing lubtilly againft it, and pertinaaoujly 
maintaining, that afBiaion. arc no real 

p ™rf.A-UTV. ' ln.J. [pertinneia, Lat. from pertina- 
Pertinaciousness. J cwus.] 

1 Obftinacy; ftubbomndb. 

In this reply, was included a very grofs miftake, and it 
with pertinacity maintained, a capital errour. Brown. 

2 Refolution; conftancy. 

PE'RTlNACY. n.f. [from pert max.] 

1. Obftinacy ; ftubbornnefs; pcrfiftcncy. ... . ( 

Their pertinacy is fuch, that when you drive them out of 
one form, they affume another. Duppa 

It holds forth the pertinacy of ill fortune, in purfuing people 
into their graves. n L'hjlrange. 

2 . Refolution ; fteadinefs ; conftancy. 

St. Gorgonia prayed with paffion and pertinacy, till (lie 
obtained relief. _ T ^ tor - 

They with a pertinacy unmatch d. 

For new recruits of danger watch’d. Hudibras. 

Pe'rtinence. \n.J. [from pertineo, Lat.] Juftnefs of re a- 
Pe'rtinency. J non to the matter in hand.; propriety to the 
purpofe; appolitenefs. , ... 

I have Ihewn the fitnefs and pertinency of the apoftle s dif¬ 
eourfe to the perfons he addreflbd to, whereby it appeareth 
that he was no babbler, and did not talk at random. Bentley. 
PERTINENT, adj. [pertinent, Lat. pertinent, Fr.] 

1. Related to the matter in hand ; juft to the purpole ; not ufe- 
lefs to the end propofed; appoiite; not foreign from the thing 
intended. 

My Caution was more pertinent 
Than the rebuke you give it. Shakefp. Conolanus. 

I fet down, out of experience in bufinefs, and converlation 
in books, what I thought pertinent to this bufinefs. Bacon. 

Here I Ihall feem a little to digrefs, but you will by and 
by find it pertinent. ' Bacon. 

If he could find pertinent treatifes of it in books, that would 
reach all the particulars of a man’s behaviour ; his own ill- 
falhioned example would fpoil all. Locke. 

2. Relating ; regarding ; concerning. In this fenfe the word 
now ufed is pertaining. 

Men Ihall have jult caufc, when any thing pertinent unto 
faith and religion is doubted of, the more willingly to incline 
their minds towards that which the fentence ol lo grave, wife 
and learned in that faculty Ihall judge moft found. Hooker. 
Pe'rtinently. adv. [from pertinent.] Appolitely; to the 
purpofe. 


Yonder walls, that pertly front your town 
Yond towers, whofe wanton tops do buis the clouds. 


Shakefpeare. 


Swift . 


Mull kifs their own feet. 

When you pertly raife your fnout. 

Fleer, and gibe, and laugh, and flout; 

This, among Hibernian afles, 

For Iheer wit, and humour paffes. 

Pe'rtness. n.f [from pert.] 

1. Brilk folly; faucinefs; petulance. 

Dulnefs delighted ey’d the lively dunce, 

Remembring (he herfelf was pertnefs _once. DwutM 

2. Petty liveliness; fpritelineft without force, dignity or loli 

dl There is in Shafrfbury’s works a lively PffHf and a pa¬ 
rade of literature ; but it is hard that we Ihould be bound.to 
admire the reveries. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

Pertra'nsient. adj. [pertranjiens, Lat.] Palling over. Ditt. 

T® pIrTU'RBATE. } v ‘ a ' l f‘ r "‘ rb "' 

1. To difquiet; to difturb; to deprive of tranquility. 

Reft, reft, perturbed fpirit. Shakefp. 

His wafting flelh with anguilh burns, 

And his perturbed (o ul within him mourns. Sandys. 

2. To diforder; to confufe ; to put out of regularity. 

They are content to fuffer the penalties annexed, rather 
than perturb the publiek peace. K'*g Charles. 

The infervient and brutal faculties controul d the fugge- 
ftions of truth ; pleafure and profit overfwaying the tnftruc- 
tions of honefty, and fenfuality perturbing the reasonable 
commands of virtue. Brown's Vulgar Errour.s. 

The acceffion or feceffion of bodies from the earth s (ur- 
face perturb not the equilibration of either hemifphere. Brown. 
Perturba'tion. n.f [perturbatio, Lat. perturbation, Fr.] 

1. Difquiet of mind; deprivation of tranquillity. 

Love was not in their looks; either to God, 

Nor to each other; but apparent guilt, 

And Ihame, and perturbation, and defpair. Milton. 

The foul as it is more immediately and ftrongly affedted by 
this part, fo doth it manifeft all its pafflons and perturbations 
; t Ray on the Creation. 

2. keftleflhefs of pafflons. 

Natures, that have much heat, and great and violent de¬ 
fires and perturbations, are not ripe for action, till they have 
palled the meridian of their years. Bacon's Effays. 

3. Difturbance ; diforder ; confufion ; commotion. 

Although the long diffentions of the two houfes had had 
lucid intervals, yet they did ever hang over the kingdom, ready 
to break forth into new perturbations and calamities. Bacon. 

4. Caufe of ditquiet. 

O polilh’d perturbation ! golden care ! 

That keep’ll the ports of {lumber open wide 
To many a watchful night: fleep with it now, - 
Yet notlo found, and half fo deeply fweet, 

As he, whofe brow with homely biggen bound, 

Sleeps out the watch of night. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

5. Commotion of pafflons. 

Reftore yourfelves unto your temper, fathers ; 

And, without perturbation, hear me fpeak. Ben. fohnfon. 
Perturba'tour. n.f. [pertuTbator, Eat. perturbvteur , Fr.] 
Raifer of commotions. 

Pertu'sed. adj. [pertufus, Lat.] Bored; punched; pierced 
with holes. DiSl, 

Pevtu'sion. n.f. [from pertufus, Latin.] 
j. The a£t of piercing or punching. 

The manner of opening a vein in Hippocrates’s time, was 
by (tabbing or pertufum, as it is performed in horfes. Arbutb. 
2. Hole made by punching or piercing. 

An etnpty pot without earth in it, may be put over a fruit 
the better, if lome few pertufions be made in the pot. Bacon. 
To PERVA'UE. v. a. [pervado, Lat.] 

1. To pals through an aperture; to permeate. 

The labour’d chyle pervades the pores 
In all the arterial perforated Ihores. Blochnore. 

Paper dipped in water or oil, the oculus mundi Hone 
Ileeped in water, linen-cloth oiled or varnilhed, and many 
other iubftances foaked in fuch liquors as will intimately per¬ 
vade their little pores, become by that means more tranfpa¬ 
rent than otherwife. Newton's Opticks. 
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